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GENTLEMEN 


AND 


PARISHIONERS 


OF 


n V 6 1 0 N. 
1 I S ; 15 the ſecond Taftance of 8 


my Service made public, upon 
an Occaſion of this Nature. As 

none can be more pleaſed with the double 
Bleſſing of the Day, than your ſelves, 
being the beſt Subjects to Her MajesTy, 

as well as the mee. Neighbours to Her 
AF Court: 


EelsrIE DevicaroRr. 


Court : So T have this farther Acceſſion 
to the general Foy, viz. As I bave a 

ſmall Opportunity of ſbeming, at your | 
own Requeſt, how much I am, 


Your moſt obliged Servant, 


Narz. Houss. 


PSALM 


——_ * 


PsaLm cxxiv. v. 2. and part of the 30 


IF it had not been the Lord who was on 


our fide, when Men roſe up againſt 
Us; Then They bad I W Us 


"P quick. 


Hoever compares this Fſalm and 
this Solemnity together, will find 
the main Lines of the one, and 

the chief Circumſtances of the other exactly 

agreeable. Had We Who live ſince the De- 
liverance of this Day was wrought, been en- 
dued with the Divine Author's Inſpiration, 
we could ſcarce have pitch d upon more ap- 
poſite Words to expreſs the ſurprizing Man- 
ner of it. Swallowing 1p quick, the Kindling 
of our Enemies Wrath, the Torrents being 


like to go over our Soul, our Eſcaping like 4 


Bird 


(6) 
Bird out of the Fowler's Snare All theſe are 
Expreſſions ſo pat for the preſent Seaſon, that 
wrhilſt We ting an Hymn, we ſeem likewiſe 
to read a Prophecy. Our Enemies have took 
effectual Care that the ill CHaracter in this 
Pſalm, ſhould nat. pals unfulfill'd: And I 
_—_— we, for o parts, ſhall not be * 


„* 


* 4 55 "I I 

But * We : are 2 10 PR: into a 
Vein of Thankſgiving for Modern Mercies : 
Our Streets are ſo full of Triumph, and our 
Churches of Praiſe for the Victories of the paſt 
Year, that either no Place is left for the Re- 
colleckon of any former Bleſſengs, or at 
leaſt Httle or no Taſte. The preſent Hi 
ty finds our Gratitude to ſuch a degree ex- 
hauſted, that tho' at the utmoſt tis but an 
inſufficient Return, yet at this Juncture it muft 
nceds be more lo, conſidering how our late 
Succeſſes have already drain d our very beſt Ac. 
knowledgments. Thus the Bleſſings of one Age : 
do a ſeeming Injury to Thoſe of the foregoing ;* 


And immediate Deliverances bear down "0 
ſtrongly, 


Cl 
ſtrongly, as to make diſtant ones ſhrink out 
of Notice. 


Happy We, who have ſuch an agreeable 
_ Excuſe for being mmperfecily thankful : I 
mean, when Modern Favours are ſo great, as 
neceſſarily to impair the Memory of the Au- 
tient. Tho' upon ſecond Thoughts this Ex- 
cuſe cannot hold, ſince the Favours lately re- 
ceived, and Thoſe at this Time recollected, 
are ſo much of a Piece, that unleſs we break 
the Chain of Providence, we cannot well pre- 
tend to acknowledge the one, and yet wholly 
to overlook the other. | 


Tis the ſame Cauſe, the ſame Intereſt this 


Year fo gloriouſly promoted, which upon this 


Occaſion we congratulate, as twice wonder- 


fully preſerved. The Reign of our gracious 


Sovereign directly perpetuates the double Bleſ. 
ſing which this Day boaſts of; And {God 
be praiſed) We obey a good Queen, who 


nobly maintains the Reform d Religion, which 


Heaven ſo ſignally reſcued under Her firſt 


Royal Anceſtor. 


We 
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We cannot then let one Thankſgiving juſtle | 
out another, when the Bleſſengs which occa- 
ſion them hang, as it were, upon one Link, 
level at the fame End, and are ſo many ſuc- 
ceſſive Proofs of the ſame kind and watchful 
Providence. Thoſe Enemies of our Faith, 
who formerly ſought. to undermine us at 
Home, now forcibly attack us from Abroad: So. 
that whilſt We are remembring the. ſucceſsful. 
Repulſe of their open Aſſaults, it cannot be 
unſeaſonable to. reflect too upon the happy 
Defeat of their private Conſpiracies. Nor can 
Diſtance of Time be any juſt Reaſon, why 
the One ſhould be forgot, when the Other are 
celebrated, ſeeing the Interval. cannot ſeem 
long from the very firſt Reformation, or be- 
twixt the Reigns of two Glorious Queens, 
whole Characters come ſo near each other, 


and doſo. happily reſemble. 


Eaſie then it is in the general to vindicate 
the Honour and Juſtice of celebrating this Day; 
but tis as difficult to determine in what partie 
eular Manner it may beſt be done. To at- 
cempt. an H, ſtorical Account, wou'd be to 

; treſpaſs. 


(9) 

treſpaſs upon this Judicious Audience, ſo uu 
quainted with theknownMatzer ot Fad. To aim 
at an Elegant Repreſentation, wou d be only to 
fall ſhort of thoſe many Excellent Pens which 
have ſet the Fifth of November in the beſt Light 
it can bear. For 'tis well known, that this 
Feſtival fixes not more Calumny upon the Ro- 
miſh Clergy, than it has ſervd to ſhew the 
Oratory, and advance the Credit of our Own : 
And thoſe Deſigns which rais'd Horrour in the 
Enterprize, have ſi ince produced much Beauty 
in the Deſcription. 


To theſe Admirable Diſcourſes upon the 
Subject, J do pleaſi ingly remit You; And fhall 
preſume only to offer a few plain Reflections 
upon the NY Words, If it bad not 
been, &c. 


The main Obſervation directly flowing from 
the Text, and properly ſuiting the Solemmity is 
This: 2. That the Defeat of ſuch deſperate 
Enterprizes as proceed from a devilith Inten- 
tion, and are not by any Humane Means to 
be prevented in the Execution, argues the un- 
queſtionable Interpoſal of Divine Providence. 


* The 


(610) 

The Obſervation, I think, is ſelE evident, 
and ſhines by its own Light: For if we own 
the Exiſtence of a Good Being who loves and 
preſerves Us, and of an Evil One, who hates 
and would deſtroy Us, where ſhould the One 
declare his Providence, but where the Other 
diſcovers his Malice? And in what Caſes can 
deviliſh Malice be more viſibly dilcover'd, than 
in Thoſe, where the General Ruin of great 
Numbers of People is deſign d, without any 
Provocation, and beyond all Prevention £ Or 
where can Divine Providence more worthily 
appear, than in baffling thole black and barba- 
rous Attempts, which at once overcome Force, 
and eſcapes Foreſight. Here, if ever, is an 
important Neceſſity of having the Lord on our 
fide, when an Inſurrection is fo cruel as not to 
be reſiſted, and Deſtruction ſwallows fo quick 
as not to be remedied : Two ugly Characters 
theſe, which fit cloſe upon the defign'd Tragedy 
of this Day: Inſomuch that tis hard to ſay whe- 
ther the Intention of it was more inhuman, or the 
Execution in all Appearance more unavoidable, 


Firſt the Conſpiracy was cruel and im- 
humane. And where can we find any. thing 
like it cither under Heathen Tyrants, or amidſt 

the 


„ 
che ten Chriſtian Perſecutions? A compendions 
kind of Martyrdom This, ſuch as our Church- 
Hiſtorians ſay nothing of. Without the 
Formality of Fire and a i Stake for every ſingle 
Sufferer, here an entire Nation was to be ſent 
up for a Burnt- Offering, and the Body of a 
People to be {ſacrificed at once in their Repre- 
ſentatives. This was a noble Diſpatch of He- 
reſy, compar d to the dull Proceedings of Queen 
Mary's Reign; and the Reformation now was 
like to vaniſh in a Cloud of Smoke in one in- 
ſtant. The King and Princes of the Blood, the 
Lords and Commons of England were at the 
{ame Minute to find both Death and a Grave; 
And upon the Ruins of one Pile was to be rear d 
the Tomb of a whole Kingdom. Glorious 
Miſchief ! and what might actually compleat 
(that which a certain Emperor only ineffectually 
wilh'd) the cutting off a Commonwealth at 
one Blow. 


Muſt not this barbarous Scene, tho' at a hun- 
dred Years diſtance, move every Heart entirely 
Engliſh How docseven che imaginary Slaugh- 
5 of our worthy Anceſtors come cold over 
our Breaſts, and the Blood which we draw 
from them runs chill upon the Reflection. Had 

B-2 they 


( 12 ) 

they indeed met with a fair Enemy, and heard 
any Warning of their Danger, then, no doubt, 
their native Courage would have left Us as 
little Cauſe of Concern, as their Adverſaries of 
Boaſting : But for Valonr and Bravery to be 
blown up by a ſcandalous Stratagem, for No- 
bility and Honour to be blaſted by an under. 

ground Attempt, the Thought raiſes Indignation 
and Compaſſzon at once. A Prince and the 
Peers of a Realm to fall by the Hands of a vile 
Incendiary; Senators and wiſe Counſellors, when. 
ſtudying the common Safety, to fink into ſud- 
den Ruin; Perſons of the beſt Quality and 
Rank to be ſwallow'd up in ignominious and. 
undiſtinguiſhd Duſt ! Who can hear the bare 
Mention without a Mixture of Grief and Horror? 
A Parliament in this dreadful manner diſſolꝰ d 
could forebode no leſs than Univerſal Confu- 


ſion, and the entire Overthrow of Church and 
State. 


Let not a Popiſh Inquiſition, or a Pariſian 
Maſſacre be any more talk'd of : Puny Cruel- 
ties theſe, not worthy to vie with the Whole. 
Gale Execution of a. Community: Courſe and 
common Villanies, much below the reſin d and. 
exquiſite Methods of laying g Numbers in a Mo- 

5 ment. 


( 

ment. Here that Order of Men, which is in- 
genious in all the Arts of Ruin, d 141 many de grees 
outwit it ſelf, and learnt a new way of conſe. 
crating that ſul phurous Compoſition which an 
Age or two before they had invented. Jo 

unto us: For had the Deſign taken, Ve had 
been as Sodom, and been made like unto Gn 

Each Dette as to the Materials of it, was 
very much the ſame: Theirs only \was rain d 
from Heaven; Ours was to riſe fro the Bowels 


of the Earth. Perhaps it might have, in the 


Concluſion, been more tolerable for Sodom 


and Gomorra than for Us: Juſt ſo much, as tis 
better to fall into the Hands of a merciful God, 
than into Thoſe of Bigotted and Blood - thir- 
ſty Men. 


Moreover, What upon the Principles of the 
Romiſh Church muſt add the finiſhing Stroke 
to the cruel Fact, was, the downright ſending fo 
many guilty Souls into Hell without any Room 


for Repentance, or Poſſi ibility of Redemption. 


There could be no Purgatory to cleanſe Them, 
unleſs the Flames they were immediately to 

paſs thro' could attain that Effect. No Maſſes 
to be ſaid for Hercticks : Thoſe were more 
worthily reſerv'd for the * Promoters of 
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„ 
this cubolick Cauſe, ſuppoſing they ſhould by 
any means miſcarry in it. The ASors in this 
horrid Scene had Pardon and Indulgence rea- 
dy, if not the Promiſe of being Canoniz'd; But 
the poor Sufferers were to periſh under a Curſe, 
and, as if Death was not enough to expiate 
thei Hereſie, an Anathema too muſt attend 
them into the other World. Hard Fate! when 
the Errors of unhappy Proteſtants are not to 
be diſperſed with their Aſhes, but Excommu- 
nications and Interdicis muſt Gill purſue them 
into a miſerable Eternity. 


The Warmth of this Reſentment can want 
no Apology, when we conſider farther that no 
ill Vſage before hand gave the leaſt Colour to 
this unnatural C 0nſpiracy. Subjects they were, 
who thus undutifully aim'd at the Life of their 
Sovereign; And Subjects too very tenderly trea- 
ted, who quictly enjoyed their Liberties and 
Efta ates, and had no Occaſion to make them 
uncaſie, but the clearing of the lame Faith 
from bee Superſtitions, which in Sub- 
ſtance we jointly believe. Was it fair to de- 
ſtroy their lawful Prince, becauſe they were rid 
of a Suprenmacy which made them meer Slawes ? 
Was it juſt to overturn the antient Conſtitution, 


ie 


(1 

becauſe reſcued from a Diſcipline, which, 
blindly followed, treats them like Fools £ 45 
if they were ſtill ſo much in Love with the 
Ulurpations of the Popedom, could not they 
be content to bear the galling Toke themſelves, 
without compelling others into the ſame Ak. 
dage ? And compelling them too in ſuch a 
lavage manner, that the Beſt of the Kingdom 
muſt be kill'd outright. in Order to enthraf 
the Reſt. Their Conſciences were ſtill in their 
own keeping, or in that of their Confeſſors; and 
their uſual Violences were not practis d, tho' to 
bring them over to a purer Communion : ihe 
then 'twas better for them to enjoy their Reli- 
gion in private, and be peaceable, than to let it 
come abroad to the Ruin of the Publick. We 
do not find the Romiſh Miſſionaries are gene- 
rally ſo forward as to propagate their Faith: 
race where there is a Hazard of dying tor 
it : But at Home, where They may profels it 
without Diſturbance, the Death of their own: 


Countrymen is not ſtuck at to make way for 


its general! Reception. 


To advance only one Step farther: Let us 
grant Popery for once to be as pure and Pri- 
mitive, as its moſt zealous Votarics contend, 


an 


C26 ) 
and as Catholick too as they could wiſh to have 
it; yet it makes the Argument ſtill more guil- 
tily recoil, to carry on a holy Cauſe by impious 
Projects, and to promote a merciful Religion 
by inhumane Practices. Lord! how did it ever 
enter into the Hearts of Chriſtians, that a kind 
Religion which heaps Coals of Fire upon the 
Heads of Enemies, ſhould do This not in a ne. 
ral Senſe to melt and ſoften, but in a natural 
One to burn and conſume. The Spirt of Je- 
ſus is diſtinguiſhable by its ingenuous S7mpli- 
city : Greater Shame, that Thoſe who em- 
phatically ſtile themſelves His Order, ſhould 
be famous for pernicious Subtlety, and fatal In- 
trigue] How comes the Propagation of the 
Coſpel tobe a perfect Contradiction to its Pre- 
cepts, the latter enjoining whatever is good 
and benign, the former authorizing whatever 
is cruel and deſtructive? A ſtrange Way of 
converting either In ſidels or Hereticks, when 
the Doctrine of Chriſt is directly overturn'd 
in the manner of the Publication. Upon all 
cheſe Accounts, and under all theſe Views ſuch 
a complicated Cruelty is not to be met with in 
Yory; and to dwell longer upon it would be 
apt only to raite too much Heat, and run us 
upon the Hazard of loſing Temper. 


2d/y, The 


Caf) 

2dly, The Conſpiracy was to all appearance 
as certain in Execution as in Intention, cruel. 
The Seat of this clandeſtine Wickedneſs was 
dark and obſcure, as far remov'd from any 
mortal Eye, as one would have thought the 
Miſchief it ſelf was from Humane Inwention. 
The Situation of the Place, as well as Nature of 
the Fact, ſhew'd that it came too near the Do- 
mintons of the Prince of Darkneſs : And He 
fare was too well pleaſed with the Infernal Plot 
_ ever to give us the leaſt Intimation. More 
likely it was the Exil Angels ſhould be Mini- 
ſters and Accomplices, than Betrayers and Di- 
vulgers of the Helliſh Deed, too bad ſure ever 
to be begun without their Inſt;gation, or to be 
accompliſh'd without their Aſſiſtance. In one 
Senſe truly this Pit which They had digg d for 
Us was unlike the Bottomleſs One : The Acceſs 
to it was difficult, the Avenue narrow, and 
| hard it was to find the Way down to theſe 
Chambers of Death But, in another Reſpect 

it reſembled it too much, namely, that bein 
once ſunk into rhe ſad Abyſs, there could be 
no Hope of Return. How then mult the ſe. 
cret Villany but needs ſucceed, which no pry- 
ing Sagacity could diſcover, and from which 


C no 


— 


33 


no appearing Strength deliver Us? What Ar- 


bitrary Power above a Parliament was ever ſo 
dangerous, as this inſidious Deſign which in 


another Senſe Jay beneath It? 


The mediate Agents were not more cun- 
ning in the Contrivance, than obſtinate in the 


Conccalment. For apprehending (as truly 


they had Cauſe enough) that Nature would 
ſhrink at the forbidding Fact, and Humanity 
not be able to hold out, they thought no 
Courſc ſo {ure as fulfilling this Morning's ſe- 


cond Leſſon, and binding themſelves (like the 


Way-layers of St. Paul) under Oath and 
Imprecation. Religion was ſpectouſly call'd 
in to back the accurs'd Confederacy, to ſtifle 
the taint Motions of Compaſlion or Conſcience, 

and to gloſs over a Crime too grols to go down, 
if not ſuperficially ſancti fed And (what 15 WI 
beyond all Epithets) the Holy Sacrament was 
made the Teſt of the Tenn and the ſa- 
cred Seal of the New Covenant of Grace made 
to confirm One of Treachery and Malice. If 
we count it ſo bad to proſtitute this Inſtitution, 
even for a temporal Preferment; What muſt it 
be to make it jointly the Cement, and the 
Cover of ſuch an Infernal Machination ? No 


Thought 
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Thought then but the fatal Train muſt take, 
when the Mouths of the wicked Aſſociates were 
as cautiouſly ſtopp'd, as the very Paſſages ten- 
ding down into the dark Apartment it ſelf. So 
far were the Conſpirators from any Fear of De- 

tection, that they hugg'd themſelves over it, 
as a finiſh'd Work: So far from any Purpoſe 
of Confeſſion, that they bleſs d themſelves for 
. 28 hewve Atchievement. The Senſe of 
Puniſhment, even when the Affair had milcar- 
ried, could extort no Diſcovery; much leſs 
could Pity, or any other Principle do it, whilſt 
it was in Agitation. To this Day We do not 
find They are aſham'd of the Thing, or afflicted 
at any Part of it, bating the Diſappointmert. 


The Picture of an Engliſh Jeſuit, who was 


principally concern'd in it, is now ſhown at 
Rome among the Rarities of the Place, and 


preſerved there as a venerable Relique : This 


looks like recommending the Crime to Poſte- 
rity, and facing the preſent Solemnity out of 


Countenance. This tells us that if more {uch 


Champions for the Romiſh See are to be met 
with, their Merits ſhall not go unrewarded : 

And conſequently, what Cauſe We have to be 
ſtill upon our Guard, and to keep up the An- 
niverſ, ary Memorial, not only by way of Thank: 


E fulneſs 
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fulneſs for what is paſt, but of Warning too 
for the future. 


No Danger could inſenſibly be nearer the 
very Act and Minute of Accompliſhment. The 
whole Scheme was laid ; The gloomy Theaire 
prepar'd ; The fatal Materials ready; The Un- 
| dertakers reſolute; The nick of Time at Hand, 
and nothing but a thin Partition betwixt * 
Regions of Light and Darkneſs, of Life and 
Death. Upon firm Ground we ſcemingly ſtood, 
not dreaming that without a Parable, We 
was à great Gulf fixed, and We inevitably to 
periſh in it, unleſs ſome kind Meſſenger from 
the other World would inform us of the Ha- 
zard. The granting of that deny'd Petition 
ſcem'd now the only Expedient of our Reſcue. 
How ſlender a Support at that Minute had the 
Fate and Felicity of England £ Upon how 
ſlight a Bottom was our Hope and Happineſs 
founded? A ſmall Surface of Earth, the Space 
of a few Hours was all that Mediated betwixt 
us and Ruin : Then by a Fate not unlike to 
Corab and his Company, was the Earth to open 
and devour Us, tho' (thank God) for no Fault 
of the ſame © ay If to every Nation there 
be, as ſome have thought, its adverſe, and its 
tutelary 


( 21 ) 
tntelary Angel, we cannot doubt but the ut- 
moſt Conteſt was betwixt Them at this criti- 
cal Period; The One eager to puſh on our im- 
pending Overthrow, the Other as Induſtrions 


ro * it. 


No: What FR we talk of Tatelain Angels? 
If the Lord Himſelf had not been on our jide, 
They had ſwallowed Vs up quick: To fruſtrate 
an Intention ſo cruel, and an Execution fo 
certain, was ſomething lure which wanted im- 
mediate Providence, and worthy of it allo. 
To fave a whole Community, when upon the 
Brink of Peril, as little appriz d of it, as they 


gave their Enemies Occaſion to deſign it: To 


catch Conſpirators in the Snares of their own 


Policy, and to plunge them into the Pit which 


they had prepar'd for Others: To guide in- 
9 derable Canſes to the producing of won- 
drous good Effects, and to make accidental 
Hints the Means of mighty Preſervations : All 
theſe, and many more Particulaas of this Day, 
are plain Inſtances of Divine Interpoſal. Strange 
it was that ſuch a Relenting Meſſage ſhould be 
ſent at all, when the Conſpiraters were ſo hard- 
ned in 55650. and bandied together upon 
N 3 ſtill that it ſhould be ſo 

fortunatclv 


. 
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2 
fortunately iſconvey d and come to a Perſon 
for whom it was not meant! Strangeſt of all, 
that being writ in ſuch blind and ambiguous 
| Terms, it ſhould be ſo ſpeedily and ſeaſona- 
bly explained! 


So many concurring Circumſtances, when 
meeting in ſuch a Momentous Point, cannot 
fairly be reſolved into Chance, one of which 
had no manner of Coherence with the Other. 
How ſhould the King, without ſome Glance 
of extraordinary Light, pierce into the horrid 
Vault, the hidden Store-houſe of Deſtruction? 
How without ſome Touch of a Prophetick 
Spirit ſhould He ever think of that fatal One 
that was to blow up both the Houſes of Par- 
lament. The Conjecture at firſt Hearing muſt 
appear as ridiculous, as the Fact it ſelf was 
barbarons ; And the Wit of Man ſeem'd as in- 
capable of hitting upon the One, as his Ma- 
lice of committing the Other. But the leſs the 
natural Likelihood was, the greater was the 
Providential Appearance; And what might be 
laught at under the Notion of a Humane Guels, 
upon the Proof of the Thing we adore the 
more as Divine Diſcovery. 


The 
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Never ſure ſhall we ceaſe to Adore the 
Great Author of our unexpected Safety, who 


reſcued us at once from the Fiery Farnace, and 
from the devouring Den : Thoſe Puniſhments 


which Old Babylon diſtinctly inflicted, the New 


had join'd ts as it were in One. How 


unwillingly were the baſe Workers of Iniquity 
exposd to open Day, unable to bear it, be- 
cauſe their Deeds were reproved? How ha opil y 


did We eſcape the perpetual Night in which 


they fought to overwhelm Us ? Loth were 
They to quit their private Cell wherein they 
labour'd for our Overthrow, as the Miner for 
his. Oar, and counted our Ruin their Rrches. 
But Heaven (ent a ſudden Damp upon their 
Deſigns, and the Weapons which they had 
formed in this Hell;/h Forge would nor proſper. 


| So far was God from giving us up unto De- 
ſtruction, that he ſuffer'd us not ſo much as to 
fear It, but ſcatter d both the Fear and De- 


firnSionat once. No Peril was ever more immi- 


nent, and yet our Deliverance ſcarce put Us 
to the Expence of a Fright ; And without 
Time for being troubled, We fo our Danger, 


and gave our Thanks. The Plot was juſt per- 
fected 


f 
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feed to the clear C Hviction and Coi demna- 
tion of our Enemies; And yet concea!'d from 
Us, till 'twas vented. that We might la- 
bour under no Confuſion. Aſtoniſhing Wiſ- 
dom ! which knows how to let the Wicked 
proſper for a while, and yet at the ſame Time 
not to perplex the Gd: So that in the Event 
the One may be more juſtly puniſh'd, the Other 
more e ſurpriſingly. ſaved. 


We have yet taken but a Half. view of this 
Happy Day. Tis famous for a ſecond Deli- 
verance of later Date, tho' very much of the 
ſame kind. The Adwerſaries the ſame, the 
Hazard as great, and the Eſcape at that Jun- 
cture not leſs welcom. One ſerves to heighten 
and advance the Other, tho' each of them ſin- 
gly ſtands above Acknowledgment. They 
both have a like Place in the Offices of the 
Church, and equally adorn its Calendar. To 
give as particular Relation of Thzs, as of the 
Former, would be both Unneceſſary and In- 
decent : Unneceſſary, as copying only what 
is writ 1n your own Memory : Indecent, as 
ſeeming to call your Gratitude into Queſtion. 


Few here preſent have forgot the dreadful 
Appre- 


— — — — - — 
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Apprehenſions of approaching Popery Not 
twenty Years are turn d, ſince Liberty and Re- 
ligion, the two great Bleſſings of Humane Life, 
were taking their Flight from this melancholy 
Iſland. Unhappy Britain was putting on Her 
Chains, lay ſunk and diſpirited, ſighing for 
Relief, but ſaw it not. That Church which 
is the Bulwark of the Reformation, was Her 
{elf defenceleſs; And She to whom her Siſter- 
Churches fled for Retuge, thought of ſeeking 
the ſame Favour, and could no where find it. 
Our Ark was actually tottering, and no one 
could put his Hand forth to uphold it, with- 
out feeling Vzzzahb's Fate: Not inflicted in- 
deed for the ſame unwarrantable Cauſe, but 
equal to it in the Certainty of the Danger. We 
could not tell how ſoon our Bibles might be 
ſhut, and our Temples. It was already com- 
mon with us to offer up our Prayers in an un- 
known Language, that I mean wherein we 
privately begg'd of God to defend his poor 
Church, but durſt let none hear Us but our ſelves. 
The Fountains of Education were inſenſibly 
corrupted : What follow'd was no Knowledge 
at all, and Superſtition in lieu of it. The Hoſt 
was daily expected in our Streets, the next 
was Flame and Faggot for not adoring it. I 


appeal 
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appeal to the dejected Looks, and down "= 


Eyes of every true Proteſtant at that Time, if 


it was not Thus. No Glimpſe of Aſſi tance all 
this while from Heaven, or any Humane Power. 
The former ſcem d angry; The latter was 157. 
potent, and could not help Us. 


Thus was Darlxeſ. rand Deſj pair al over 
the Face of the whole Kingdom, till an Invi- 
ted Prince role from the Eaſt, and rejoiced 
with the Sun to begin his Courſe. We ſaw 
Him, as upon this Day, appearing with fee- 
ble Rays, with few Forces, attended tho with 
united Wiſhes. His Coming was not with a 
killing Luſtre, or with a Glory that deſtroys, 
whilſt it ſhines ; But all Folks then were re- 
freſh'd with the pleaſing Sight, and felt a 
ſtrange Revival. By his Preſence He caus'd 
an Effuſron of Foy, hut none of Chriſtian Blood. 
The farther he advanc'd, his Iufluence was found 
the more agreeable. Slavery and Idolatry in- 
ſtantly vaniih'd, and the Shades of Superſtition 
fled before Him. The En ſſaries of Rome, 
thoſe Creatures of Prey, got them away to- 
gether, and laid them down in their Bens. 
Into Holes and Corners they retir'd, haunted 
by tl e Guilt of their ill Connell and as for- 

ward 
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ward to deſert an unhappy Prince, as former- 
ly they had been to Miſlead Him. We, in 
the mean Time, wrapt up in Silence and in 
Wonder, where wholly like to them that 
Dream. To us the Delizerance ſeem'd meer 
Viſion, and the Surprize into which it caſt Us, 
would ſcarce allow us to think it Real. Our 
Reſcue was well nigh over, as ſoon as under. 
took, and we lifted up our Heads to fee a 
Safety obtained, in which our Hands had no 
ſhare. The only Difficulty We were then 
left under was how to prize and honour our 
Deliverer enough. We judg'd it as impoſ- 


ſible ever to be unthankful for the ſeaſo- | 


nable Relief, as once it ſeem'd ſo, ever to 
obtain it ; And we could repine at nothing 
(how much ſoever We have done it fince ) 
but at our own Inability, juſtly to acknow- 
ledge ſo great an Vndertaking. 


May this Auſpicious Day ever bear a 
bright Figure in the Engliſh Annals, and 
continue, as it always has been, the Orna- 
ment of Hiftory, and Shame of Popery. May 
the glad Celebration of it run down to late 
Poſterity, and fo keep thoſe Bleſſings upon 


perpetual Record , which otherwiſe, as at 
preſent 
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preſent they are too big to be own'd ; ſo 
m an Age or two would ſeem too great to 
be believ'd. Tis but fitting the Church 
ſhould obſerve a Feſtival, from which ſhe 
dates her double Preſervation; And we cannot 
fairly grudge the Day a Share! in her Service, 
when without it the Whole had been loſt. 
It has in former Time been thought, that the 
Conjunction of Stars made ſome Days par- 
ticularly ſucceſsful to Perſons, or Nations? 
But our Faith upon this Occafion carries Us ; 
above Thoſe, and puts us under a higher and 
a better Aſpect; namely, that of a wiſe and 


benign Providence. Heaven will not allow 


us to be ungrateful, when we? arg thus critical: 
ly and opportunely reminded, twice I mean on 


one Day. This contirm'd: Experience gives us 
cauſe enough to conclude with the laſt Words 


of this Pſalm : Our Help ſtandeth in the Name 


of the Lord, who hath made Heaven and Earth, 


it, 
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